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Democratic State Committee Meeting
August 21, 2021 | Meeting Minutes

Prior to calling the meeting to order, Massachusetts Democratic Party Chair Gus Bickford
welcomed members to the virtual meeting and reviewed rules of engagement and etiquette for
the call. The Chair reviewed the check in process for the meeting, reminding members to check
into the meeting via email or through the link in the chat and confirm their attendance was
recorded at massdems.org/dscmeeting.

The meeting was called to order at 10:08 a.m. and the Chair led the committee in reciting the
Pledge of Allegiance. Since the committee was checking in via Google form, the Chair
dispensed with the roll call. The Chair then held a moment of silence for colleagues, family
members, and friends who passed since the last meeting: DSC member Pat Chisholm; DSC
Member Dick Kendall; DSC member Betty Taymor; DSC member Randy Tatum; Mary Duff, the
mother of DSC member Governor’s Councilor Eileen Duff; and Alice Lederman, sister of DSC
member Governor's Councilor Marilyn Petitto Devaney.

The Chair reviewed the agenda and proposed time allotments. A motion was made to approve
the agenda, it was seconded, and passed unanimously. No corrections were made to the
minutes, there was a motion to accept the minutes, it was seconded, and passed.

The Chair delivered welcome remarks, highlighting the new relational organizing and community
building initiative from the Party, Blueprint to ‘22. Local Democratic committees had the
opportunity to join a series of training sessions or host service projects as part of the program.
Bickford thanked the members who served as Chairs or caucus facilitators during the caucus
window. Finally, the Chair shared that the virtual hearings were successful and that the Platform
Committee Co-Chairs looked forward to sharing the proposed platform with delegates in
September.

The Chair recognized Treasurer Kathy Gasperine to deliver the Treasurer’s report. Gasperine
reviewed the committee’s finances ahead of the 2021 state convention and the total revenue
generated by the annual Roosevelt Dinner. There was a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report,
it was seconded and approved.

The Chair offered officers the opportunity to report to the committee. There were no officers’
reports. The Chair then recognized Executive Director Veronica Martinez to talk about Blueprint
to ‘22 and introduce Relational Organizing Coordinator Erin Buechele. Buechele highlighted
service projects happening in Lowell, Billerica, Dartmouth, Malden, and Salem. Blueprint to ‘22
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has also trained over 150 Democrats during three Bootcamp sessions held as part of the
program.

The Chair recognized Bill Eddy to deliver the Rules Subcommittee report. Eddy reviewed the
proposed rules for the 2021 state convention. The Party would use online petition forms and
telephonic and electronic voting to conduct the virtual convention in the weeks ahead of the
September 25 event. There was a motion to accept the rules, it was seconded.

Discussion ensued. Lesley Phillips motioned to reduce the number of signatures required for
proposed amendments to the charter not reported on favorably by the Charter Amendments
Subcommittee to be considered at the convention from 500 to 300. It was seconded. The
motion did not pass.

Phillips motioned to reduce the number signatures for a proposed resolution not reported on
favorably by the Resolutions Subcommittee to be considered by the convention from 500 to 50.
It was seconded. The motion did not pass. There was a motion made to reduce the same
threshold from 500 to 300, it was seconded. The question was called, and the motion passed.

Colin Killick motioned to reduce the number of signatures required for platform amendments to
be considered by the convention from 200 to 50. The motion was seconded. Phillips proposed a
friendly amendment to lower the signature threshold from 200 to 100, which Killick accepted.
The motion did not pass. There was a motion to accept the convention rules as amended, it was
seconded and passed.

The Chair recognized Elaine Almquist, who motioned to transition the convention to a
virtual-only format. It was seconded, and discussion ensued. The question was called, and the
motion passed.

The Chair then recognized subcommittee chairs to review applications for add-on delegates to
the state convention: Russell Ashton, Caucus of Minority Democrats; Colleen Flanagan,
Disability Outreach; Steve Driscoll, Tanya Neslusan, Holly Ryan, and Diego Sanchez, LGBTQ+
Outreach; and Lezlie Braxton Campbell and Alicia DelVento, Youth Services. Each committee
co-chair reported unanimously accepting applicants and recommending them for approval by
the full committee. A motion was made to approve add-on applicants, it was seconded, and
approved.

The Chair recognized Tyler Carlton to deliver the Charter Amendments Subcommittee Report.
Carlton reported that the committee is in the process of accepting amendments ahead of the
state convention and would meet on August 26 to review proposed amendments.



MASSDEMS

The Chair recognized Marianne Rutter to deliver the Resolutions Subcommittee Report. Rutter
reported that the committee was currently accepting resolutions for consideration at the state
convention, and reviewed the signatures required for resolutions not reported on favorably by
the committee.

The Chair recognized Mark DiSalvo of the Personnel Subcommittee, who reported that the
committee is reviewing the codes of conduct of various state parties and has drafted two
versions of a code of conduct for the state committee, to be forwarded at a later date to the
Rules and By-laws Subcommittees.

The Chair recognized Kate Donaghue to deliver the Campaign Services Subcommittee Report.
Donaghue reviewed the volunteer options offered during their weekly “Organizing Hub" event,
including phonebanking ahead of the California recall election. Co-chair Amanda Smith, urged
members to get involved in the recall.

The Chair recognized Linda Monteiro to deliver the Affirmative Action Outreach Subcommittee
Report. Monteiro reviewed the committee’s efforts to develop a diversity, equity, and inclusion
training for members of the state committee. Monteiro reported that the committee had selected
a vendor to develop a training, and thanked representatives from the Disability Outreach,
LGBTQ+ Outreach, and Women’s Outreach Subcommittees for their work. Co-chair Gillian
Hinkson reported that working groups within the committee were reviewing the language of the
charter ahead of the amendments filing deadline.

The Chair recognized Martina Jackson to deliver the Public Policy Subcommittee Report.
Jackson thanked the state committee for their support of their COVID-19 vaccine webinar and
said that the committee would next be focusing on the climate crisis.

The Chair recognized Norma Shulman to deliver the Women’s Outreach Subcommittee Report.
Shulman reported that the following day’s summer gathering would be held virtually and invited
the state committee to attend.

The Chair invited DNC members to deliver the DNC Members Report. Mel Poindexter reviewed
the Rules and By-laws committee meeting, which focused on the presidential nominating
process, efforts to dispel myths regarding participation in the 2020 election, and the redistricting
process.
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The Chair recognized DNC member Jim Roosevelt, who explained that the Rules and By-laws
committee had reviewed the 2020 presidential nominating process, and would begin
considering the 2024 cycle at future meetings.

The Chair called for new business, and announced the date and time of the next Senior
Outreach Subcommittee meeting. Following various announcements from members of the
committee, there was a motion to adjourn the meeting, it was seconded, and the meeting was
adjourned.
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Tolman, Steven
Trahan, Lori
Travers, Barbara
Tron, Christine
Turley, Marie
Valerio, Ronald
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Whitney, Mary
Wolf, Alice

Wu, Michelle
Yancey, Charles
Yeh, Wayne
Yorkis, Paul

Zalisk, Eileen
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