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Democratic State Committee Meeting
April 24, 2021 | Meeting Minutes

Prior to calling the meeting to order, Massachusetts Democratic Party Chair Gus Bickford
welcomed members to the virtual meeting and reviewed rules of engagement and etiquette for
the call. The Chair reviewed the check in process for the meeting, reminding members to check
into the meeting via email or through the link in the chat and confirm their attendance was
recorded at massdems.org/dscmeeting.

The Chair then reviewed recommendations made by committee members regarding virtual
meetings, and explained that the agenda now includes proposed time allotments for each item,
along with other improvements to balance discussion and streamline the balloting process.

The meeting was called to order at 10:06 a.m., and recognized Max German to deliver the
Pledge of Allegiance. Since the committee was checking in via Google form, the Chair
dispensed with the roll call. The Chair then held a moment of silence for victims of racist
violence and police brutality.

The Chair reviewed the agenda and proposed time allotments. A motion was made to approve
the agenda, it was seconded, and passed. No corrections were made to the minutes, there was
a motion to accept the minutes, it was seconded, and passed.

The Chair delivered welcome remarks on the accomplishments of the Biden-Harris
administration in its first 100 days. Then, the Chair reviewed changes to the discussion format
and balloting procedure since the January meeting, improvements to balance discussion and
ensure an accurate result of voice votes. The Chair highlighted the training sessions on Robert’s
Rules held for committee members and emphasized that he would rely on the rulings of counsel
throughout the meeting. Finally, the Chair previewed the Blueprint to ‘22 program, to be
discussed later in the meeting.

The Chair recognized Treasurer Kathy Gasperine to deliver the Treasurer’s report. Gasperine
reviewed the committee’s finances and reminded members to purchase tickets for the Roosevelt
Dinner in June. William Shemeth motioned to accept the report, it was seconded, and passed.

The Chair recognized Secretary Carol Aloisi to deliver the Secretary’s Report. Aloisi read a
piece of correspondence from Robert LeBlanc, who apologized for conduct at the previous
meeting.
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The Chair then recognized Executive Director Veronica Martinez to introduce Blueprint to ‘22
and introduce Relational Organizing Coordinator Erin Buechele. Buechele gave a brief
presentation on the program and encouraged members to join as Ambassadors.

The Chair recognized Bill Eddy to deliver the Rules Subcommittee report. Eddy reviewed the
Rules Subcommittee’s recommendation that the committee move forward with a virtual or hybrid
event with voting taking place in advance and explore the possibility of an outdoor convention.
Eddy also reviewed changes to the Method of Selecting Delegates to the 2021 state convention.

The Chair recognized Kate Donaghue, who motioned to accept the recommendation regarding
the convention. It was seconded by Leon Brathwaite. Discussion ensued. Senator Becca
Rausch proposed a friendly amendment requiring that attendees be vaccinated against
COVID-19, or be medically exempt, in order to attend in person. It was seconded, and
Donaghue accepted the amendment.

Steve Leibowitz proposed another friendly amendment to prohibit voting on platform
amendments in advance of the convention, it was seconded. Donaghue did not accept the
amendment and the Chair proceeded to an electronic ballot. The motion did not pass.
Discussion concluded on Donaghue’s original motion, a vote was called, and the motion
passed.

The Chair moved on to discussion on the Method of Selecting Delegates and recognized Tanya
Neslusan, who motioned to amend the caucus window to June 15th to July 31st. The Rules
Committee accepted it as a friendly amendment. A vote was called, and the Method was
accepted.

The Chair then recognized Teresa Walsh to deliver the Bylaws Subcommittee report. Walsh
reviewed the recommendations of the subcommittee regarding the review conducted by
Attorney Cheryl Jacques and the definitions of “staff,” “candidate,” and “contested primary” in
the bylaws.

Discussion ensued on the definition of “staff’, with some members asking for more clarification
on the terms used by the Bylaws Subcommittee. A motion was made to close debate, it was
seconded, and passed. The Chair called the question and it passed.

Discussion ensued on the definitions of “candidate” and “contested primary.” The Chair
recognized William Shemeth, who motioned to amend the language to clarify that a contested
primary exists when two or more candidates take out nomination papers from the Secretary of
the Commonwealth. The question was called and the Chair moved to an electronic ballot and
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the motion passed. The question was called on the original motion with Shemeth’s amendment,
and it passed.

The Chair recognized Bylaws Subcommittee Co-Chair Jim DiTullio to deliver the final portion of
the report. DiTullio offered an update on recommendations made in the report conducted by
Jacques regarding activating the Judicial Council or creating a separate committee or council to
handle matters of ethics and conduct.

The Bylaws Subcommittee concluded that a separate committee or council should be formed,
and voted to create a working group to develop a framework for the creation of this body, which
is currently being discussed by the subcommittee.

The Chair then recognized Marianne Rutter to deliver the Resolutions Subcommittee report.
The subcommittee recommended that all resolutions, one supporting the Massachusetts Nurses
Association and the United Steelworkers Local 1357 and one regarding the diversity of the first
four states selected to begin the 2024 Democratic presidential nominating process, be approved
by the full body. A motion was made to call the question, it was seconded, and passed. The
report was accepted.

The Chair recognized Kate Donaghue and Amanda Smith to deliver the Campaign Services
Subcommittee report. Smith reported on the subcommittee’s success with the “Weekly
Organizing Office Hours” program between 3 PM and 5 PM on Saturdays. Donaghue
encouraged committee members to join on the first Saturday of every month.

The Chair recognized Linda Monteiro to deliver the Affirmative Action Outreach Subcommittee
report. Monteiro outlined the subcommittee’s efforts to develop diversity, equity, and inclusion
and parliamentary procedure training sessions for committee members. The subcommittee also
co-hosted the open discussion held prior to the State Committee meeting.

The Chair recognized Martina Jackson to deliver the Public Policy Subcommittee report.
Jackson promoted the subcommittee’s vaccination information webinar.

The Chair recognized Charlotte Golar Richie, Brenda Brathwaite, and Max German to deliver
the JFK Scholarship Subcommittee report. Richie reviewed the interview process, and
emphasized the large number of applicants and the addition of two more scholarships to the
program. German introduced each of the scholarship and internship stipend recipients.
Brathwaite recognized German for his achievements as a Truman Scholar.



MASSDEMS

The Chair recognized Diego Sanchez to deliver the LGBTQ+ Subcommittee report. Sanchez
reviewed topics of the subcommittee’s last meeting and their work with the Affirmative Action
Outreach Subcommittee on the diversity, equity, and inclusion training sessions.

The Chair recognized Tyler Carlton to deliver the Charter Amendments Subcommittee report.
Carlton said the subcommittee plans to meet in May.

The Chair recognized Karen Payne to deliver the Field Services Subcommittee report. The
subcommittee met in March, and has since developed working groups for upcoming projects.

The Chair recognized Cheryl Cumings and Colleen Flanagan to deliver the Disability
Subcommittee report. Flanagan said the subcommittee is planning a series of forums and
educating members on accessibility on social media.

The Chair recognized Lee Harrison to deliver the Rural Outreach Subcommittee report. The
subcommittee has launched outreach efforts to local committees in small, rural towns.

The Chair recognized Mehreen Butt to deliver the Women’s Outreach Subcommittee report. Butt
reviewed the two forums hosted by the subcommittee since the last committee meeting. Norma
Shulman promoted the subcommittee’s social media and their next event on voting rights.

The Chair then recognized Elaine Almquist, who motioned for her motion to censure Robert
LeBlanc be taken out of order, it was granted. Almquist withdrew her motion to censure
LeBlanc.

The Chair recognized Jim Pimental to deliver the Labor Outreach Subcommittee report.
Pimental reviewed topics such as ongoing strikes, clean energy jobs, and wage theft discussed
at their last meeting.

The Chair recognized Christine Tron to deliver the Veterans and Military Families Subcommittee
report, who summarized the topics such as membership and the Veterans platform plank at their
last meeting.

The Chair recognized Russell Ashton to deliver the Senior Outreach Subcommittee report, who
discussed the subcommittee’s work with legislators to ensure Massachusetts remains affordable
for seniors.
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The Chair recognized Brathwaite to deliver the DNC members’ report. Brathwaite said that the
DNC is currently reviewing reforms to the Democratic primary process, and discussed other
topics such as the impact American Rescue Plan and voting rights.

The Chair then called for new business and recognized David George Morin. Morin recognized
Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day and thanked President Biden for recognizing it as well.
The Chair then recognized Michael Gilbreath, who recommended that the processes for electing
the Chair be examined to allow for more time between presidential elections and the Chair’s
election. The Chair referred that recommendation to the Rules Subcommittee. Gilbreath also
proposed making local committee chairs’ information more readily available. The Chair moved
this to the Field Services Subcommittee to discuss security concerns.

The Chair recognized Sanchez, who had concerns with one of the resolutions passed during the
meeting. The Chair moved this to the Resolutions Subcommittee for further discussion.

The Chair recognized Charles Yancey, who commended Minnesota Attorney General Keith
Ellison for his work during the trial of Derek Chauvin and urged the Senate to pass the George
Floyd Justice in Policing Act. The Chair encouraged subcommittee chairs who wished to
commend Ellison to contact him.

The Chair recognized David O’Brien, who motioned to adjourn the meeting, it was seconded,
and passed.
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