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Democratic State Committee Meeting
November 12, 2020 | Meeting Minutes

Massachusetts Democratic Party Chair Gus Bickford called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. The
Chair reviewed the check in process and the meeting agenda, which included filling the vacant
Youth Male seat, the election of Chair, and the approval of the collective bargaining agreement
between MassDems and IBEW 2321.

Attendance was recorded via email check-in and the Chair dispensed with the roll call. The Chair
reviewed the minutes from the August 8, 2020 meeting. There were no corrections to be made to
the minutes. A motion was made to accept the minutes, it was seconded and the minutes were
approved.

The Chair proceeded to the election of a Youth Male member of the committee. The Chair read
each candidate’s nominator and seconder and each candidate was afforded a minute to speak.

Patrick Long was nominated by Kate Donaghue and seconded by Kathy Gasperine and Diane
Masters. Long delivered his remarks.

Tom Merolli was nominated by Tanya Neslusan and seconded by Lezlie Braxton Campbell and
Coco Alinsug. Merolli delivered his remarks.

Eric Speer was nominated by Zelda MacGregor and seconded by Amy Kullar and Robb Duprey.
Speer delivered his remarks.

The Chair reviewed the election process, instructing members to vote for only one candidate, and
distributed ballots to the committee via email and in the chat. Ballots would remain open until
7:40 p.m.
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The Chair asked Vice Chair Leon Brathwaite to assume the role of Chair for the Chair’s election.
Brathwaite reviewed the Chair's election process. Candidates for Chair are nominated from the
floor and have two seconders. According to an agreement reached by the candidates prior to the
meeting, check-in would be closed at the start of candidate speeches.

Brathwaite would read each candidate’s nominator and seconders, and then each candidate would
have a chance to speak for up to 10 minutes, inclusive of their nomination, which may last for up to
one minute. Ballots would be sent out at the conclusion of the speeches, and a candidate must
receive a majority vote of those present and voting to be declared the winner.

Jay Manuel Rivera motioned to extend check-in through the end of candidate speeches. The
motion was seconded and passed.

Brathwaite then announced the results of the election for the Youth Male seat. Patrick Long
received 117 votes, Tom Merolli received 147 votes, and Eric Speer received 49 votes. No
candidate received a majority so the committee proceeded to a second ballot. Eric Speer withdrew
his name from the ballot. Ballots were distributed via email and in the chat and would close at 8:29
p.m.

At the request of members of the committee, Brathwaite dispensed with the check-in, and each
member who used a valid member ID and PIN would be considered present at the meeting. At the
close of the second Youth Male ballot, Brathwaite proceeded to nominations for Chair.

Brathwaite asked for nominations from the floor in addition to Gus Bickford, Mike Lake, and Bob
Massie. Hearing none, Brathwaite recognized Senator Jamie Eldridge to nominate Bob Massie,
who was seconded by Vernon Walker and Cabell Eames. Eldridge delivered brief remarks before
Massie delivered his own remarks to the committee.

Brathwaite then recognized Elaine Almquist to nominate Mike Lake, who was seconded by Holly
Ryan and Wayne Yeh. AlImquist nominated Lake, who then delivered remarks to the committee.

At the conclusion of Lake’s remarks, Brathwaite recognized Debra Kozikowski to nominate Gus
Bickford, who was seconded by Kate Donaghue and Karen Payne. Kozikowski delivered brief
remarks, then, Bickford addressed the committee.

Before proceeding with the ballot for Chair, Brathwaite announced the results of the election for
the Youth Male seat. Patrick Long received 154 votes, Tom Merolli received 205 votes. Merolli was
declared the winner. Brathwaite reviewed the balloting process and distributed the ballots.
Balloting concluded at 9:33 p.m. The candidates met separately to review the results.
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Nancy Stenberg motioned to proceed with the business of the meeting while the results of the
Chairs election were being tabulated. The motion was seconded by David Morin and passed.

Brathwaite recognized Treasurer Kathleen Gasperine to deliver the Treasurer’s report. The
Treasurer's report explained adjustments made to expected income and expenses due to the
pandemic.

Brathwaite interrupted the Treasurer’s report with the results of the Chair’s election. Gus
Bickford received 229 votes, Bob Massie received 49 votes, and Mike Lake received 87 votes. Gus
Bickford was elected and resumed chairing the meeting.

Gasperine concluded the Treasurer’s report. The Chair asked for a motion to accept the report, Bill
Shemeth made the motion, Ann Roosevelt seconded, and the report was accepted.

The Chair then recognized Kate Donaghue to deliver the Campaign Services report, who reviewed
the committee’s upcoming involvement in the Georgia Senate runoff elections.

The Chair asked Alex Pratt to deliver the Resolutions report. Two resolutions, “A resolution in
support of Beacon building leaders of color, dismantling systemic racism on Beacon Hill, and
creating a culture of inclusion and accountability” and “A resolution in support of accountability
and transparency for survivors of sexual harassment and assault on Beacon Hill,” were submitted
to the committee and recommended for passage. A motion was made to accept the Resolutions
report, the motion was seconded, and passed.

The Chair then recognized Tom Holloway to deliver the Resource Development report. Holloway
reviewed the committee's most recent meeting and discussed increasing recurring donations to
the Party.

Bill Eddy delivered the Rules Committee report. Eddy reported that the committee anticipates
receiving a series of complaints currently under review by Deputy Legal Counsel Chip Flowers
regarding the Party’s involvement in the Congressional District 1 primary election. It's the
committee’s intention to meet in December to discuss the complaints and report their
recommendations back to the full committee at the January meeting.

The Chair asked Jim Pimental to deliver the Labor Subcommittee report. At their previous
meeting, they reviewed the success of labor-endorsed candidates and their plan to establish
regular labor to labor phonebanks. Pimental also reviewed the committees phonebanks for Biden
into battleground states prior to the November election.
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The Chair recognized Cheryl Cummings to deliver the Disability Subcommittee report. She
explained that the committee has started a speakers forum and asked the committee to watch
their first interview with Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley on their Facebook page.

The Chair then recognized Stephen Driscoll to deliver the LGBTQ+ Subcommittee report. Driscoll
reviewed the election of LGBTQ+ lawmakers at the federal and state level, highlighting historic
elections across the country.

Linda Monteiro delivered the Affirmative Action Outreach Subcommittee report. She thanked the
committee for attending the committee’s chair’s forum and movie nights. She explained the
committee's efforts to elect women of color to running for Congress in swing districts and their
plans to call voters in Georgia.

The Chair recognized Martina Jackson to deliver the Public Policy Subcommittee report. Jackson
said the committee intended to meet before the holidays.

The Chair asked Norma Shulman to deliver the Women’s Outreach Subcommittee report,
thanking the AAOC committee and the Markey campaign for providing the committee with
opportunities to phonebank for women running in battleground states.

Members of the DNC delivered their report, calling for members to take action for Georgia and
explained the Biden transition team’s efforts to ensure an inclusive transition process.

The Chair then moved to new business and the approval of the collective bargaining agreement
between the MassDems and IBEW 2321. Ed Collins made a motion to approve the agreement, Joe
Kelly seconded, and the agreement was unanimously approved.

The Chair recognized David O’Brien, who motioned to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded
by Ralph Hicks and passed. The meeting was adjourned.
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